
False statements from Public Accounts Committee, Hansard Blues, November 2, 2011 

“There was, as you know, 33 projects. One fell off the table because the local municipality decided that 
because they would be incurring costs as well that they did not want to be responsible to their taxpayer 
base for that” – Hon. Tony Clement 
 
 “The municipalities prioritize the projects. They delivered those prioritized projects to the constituency 
office, who then, in turn, without additional review or alteration, transmitted them, ultimately, to the 
Department of Transport and Infrastructure Canada, where the responsible minister would make the 
decision.” – Hon. Tony Clement 
 
“ The officials there, and I think Mr. Angus referred to Mr. Dodds, who used to be an employee of 
Industry Canada, attended some of the meetings but did not, as Minister Clement has said, get involved 
in any project analysis, did not provide any support to the G-8 Fund, to a large degree because it was not 
our fund. It was not my program, and not my money.” Richard Dicerni, Deputy Minister of Industry 

“The civil servants who were involved in local meetings had no decision-making authority on projects” - 
Hon. Tony Clement 
 
“We were not involved in selecting the projects.” – Hon. Tony Clement 
 



Maher, Cindy 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Thank you Cindy. 

Sondra Read 

Clement, Tony - Riding 1 [ClemeT1@parl.gc.ca) 
Monday, April 20, 2009 1: 17 PM 
Maher, Cindy 
RE: Gravenhurst G8 Project List 

Constituency Manager for 
The Honourable Tony Clement} M.P.} 
Parry Sound-Muskoka 
2-202 Main St. West} Huntsville} Ontario PIH lX7 
705 789-4640 
1-866-375-8669 
Fax: 705 789-8857 
clemetl@parl.gc.ca<mailto:789-88S78clemetl@parl.gc.ca> 

From: Maher} Cindy [CMaher@gravenhurst.ca] 
Sent: April 20} 2009 1:13 PM 
To: Clement} Tony - Riding 1 
Cc: John Klinck (jklinck@vianet.ca) 
Subject: Gravenhurst G8 Project List 

Hi Sondra .... I have been asked by Mayor John Klinck to e-mail you the following updates with 
regard to the Town of Gravenhurst G8 Project List as was previously submitted. 

1. Centennial Centre - Minister Clement has advised that this project should be removed 
from the G8 Project List and be included in the Town of Gravenhurst}s application for the 
Building Canada Fund - on the advice of Minister Clement} please remove this project from the 
G8 Project List. 

2. Upgrade to Currently Vacant Carnegie Library - the figure previously provided on the 
list was $2S0}000.00 - after conducting additional research and working with an architect to 
determine the requirements of this project} we have been advised that the cost of this 
project would be $600}000.00 - we would therefore} like to amend the Project List to include 
this new figure of $600}000.00 instead of $2S0}000.00 

3. Upgrade of Train Station and Establishment of Visitors} Centre - the figure 
previously provided on the list was $2S0)000.00} but again after conducting additional 
research and working with an architect) it has been determined that the cost of this project 
will be $300}000.00 - we would therefore) like to amend the Project List for this project to 
be $300)000.00 rather than $2S0)000.00. 

We are hoping with the removal of the Centennial Centre project from the G8 Project List at a 
cost of $10.5 million that the amendments made to the other projects as noted above will be 
alright since the overall costs of the projects now is much less than originally submitted. 

If you should have any questions) please do not hesitate to contact myself via e-mail or at 
687-3412 ext 245 or to contact Mayor John Klinck. 

Thank you for your consideration of our request and we look forward to continuing to work 
with you and Minister Clement. 



Cindy Anne Maher 
Chief Administrative Officer 
Town of Gravenhurst 
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TOWNSHIP OF MUSKOKA LAKES - G8 LEGACY PROJECT LIST

Township of
Muskoka

lakes

Township of
Muskoka

lakes

$410,000.00

$625,000.00

Palgnton House
Road

Reconstruction

Bala Four Season
Bridge

.---------,-------,--------,.------.-----------r------.------,.........------,

I
I PROJECT NAME PROJECT COST TOWN PROJECT DESCRIPTION G8 lINK

j
I, ACTION

TAKEN
f---------~ ...-----+_----_+----------.__:_:__--:-_:___:__+_::::_-----__:___:_---+_--------1
I Road reconstruction, ditdling, dark sky The 211 room Red Leaves

friendly streetlights. Reconstruction Resort is expected to be a
will provide significant access major G8 accommodation I
improvements to the new Red leaves location. Improved and safer
Resort. road access will be provided for I

r- -+- -+ ---1I-- -:-- -+_V_IP..;;.:s,~m_e.:..:d'__ia'__a'__n-=d-=s;,.;;e~cu.;..r...;it;.:.V..;..st~a.:..:ff_.-+ ~

Pedestrian/Snowmobile Bridge over New bridge creates a new
North Channel of Muskoka River in looped, scenic waterfront
8ala. Bridge creates scenic walkway for walkway, along 8ala Bay; a
residents and tourists. In the winter, significant attraction to the
the structure will act as a snowmobile historic village and the District
bridge, assisting the winter economy. of Muskoka as we host the G8

Summit.

Improvements to
Township Signage

Program
$250,000.00

Township of
Muskoka

Lakes

New Village/Hamlet community
signage. Trails, parks and facility
signage. Entry and information signs to
the unique villages and hamlets will
help visitors find their way to our
attractions.

Muskoka Lakes covers a large
geographic area divided by
manv lakes. Entry and
information signage will assist
G8 visitors in finding their way
to our unique villages/hamlets,
attractions and facilities.

Asphalt overlay, storm sewer, Streetscape upgrades in aI sidewalks and streetlights. currently "rundown areaH will
I Bala Falls Road Township of Streetscape improvements will help enhance the attractiveness of
I Streetscape $400,00,00 Muskoka extend the tourist season in the Village Bala, becoming an asset to the ~

'

I Improvements Lakes of 8ala beyond the normal summer village and the District of
season, supporting local business. Muskoka, as the world visits

I our G8 community.\-- -..J... --'- ,'-- ...........__..:...:.__-'-'-=..,:-..;.!..;_. -,--_.
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TOWNSHIP OF MUSKOKA LAKES - G8 LEGACY PROJECT LIST

-
PROJECT NAME PROJECT COST TOWN PROJEa DESCRIPTION G8UNK ACTION

TAKEN

I language translation of various Brochures will improve
Tourist

Township of
municipal attraction brochures into 5 communication with ourI

Information I different languages. For example; visiting G8 guests and media
$10,000.00 1 Muskoka

Brochure
Lakes

conversion of existing Hiking Trail, from around the world.
Translations Historic Walk and Scenic lookout

Brochures.

I Replacement of existing, substandard The S-Star Red leaves ResOrt is
Minett Village Fire Station. The existing a logical accommodation for
fire station has been identified as "Observer· Countries" to the G8

New Village of Township of deficient in two fire studies and Summit. The new fire station
MlnettFire S1,500,00.00 Muskoka requires replacement. The new fire will provide improved fire

Station Lakes station will provide improved fire protection to G8 guests.
protection for Minett and the new Red
Leaves Resort, allowing for future
development expansion.



Special Council Minutes - February 17, 2009 - Page #3

The Treasurer also noted an omission from the capital budget in the amount of
$25,000 for bunker gear replacement. This will be added to the capita! budget.

The Treasurer was directed to make a few minor line item description changes and
corrections for the final draft.

Delegations to Council regarding the 2009 draft budget will be received at the
February 25, 2009 Committee of the Whole meeting with the adoption of the budget
proposed for the March 17,2009 Council meeting.

c. Consideration of a resolution to Replace the Rules of Procedure.

Resolution Number: SC-3-17/02/09

Councillor Hare - Councillor Ellis: Be it resolved that Resolution #SC-2­
17/02/09 be replaced and that the Rules of Procedure pursuant to Procedural
By-law 2006-11 are no longer suspended.

Carried.

d. Consideration of a resolution Re: G8 infrastructure requests.

The CAO reviewed five options for G8 infrastructure requests to forward to the
Minister of Industry for consideration. A copy of the attached report was provided to
Council at the meeting.

Council reviewed each of the five options including 1) the upgrading project for
Paignton House Road. 2) construction of the four season bridge in Bala, 3)
improvements and expansion of the Township Corporate Branding and Signage
Program 4) phase two of the Bala Streetscape Project. and 5) financial contribution
towards the translation of various municipal attraction literature.

It was the consensus of Council to submit a request for all projects listed.

Resolution Number: SC-4-17/02/09

Councillor Wallace - Councillor Denyar: Be it resolved that Muskoka Lakes
Council supports option(s) one to five identified in the staff report dated
February 17, 2009. for submission to the Honourable Tony Clement, Minister
of Industry, for G8 Infrastructure Improvement consideration.

Carried.

6. Closed Session

a. None



Office of the
Minister of Industry

Cabinet du
Ministre de l'lndustrie

Ottawa, Canada K1A OHS

Walter Schmid, CAO
Township of Muskoka Lakes
1 Bailey Street
Post Office Box 129
Port Carling, ON POB lIO

Dear Walter Schmid:

On behalf of Minister Clement, thank you for submitting a 20 I0 G8 Summit
project proposal for the New village ofMinett Fire Station, Muskoka Lakes Township.

The response to the Minister's call for G-8 project proposals has been
remarkable. As of May 30,2009, we have received over 232 proposals, totalling more
than $254 million, far exceeding our expectations. Unfortunately, budget limitations,
funding requirements and competing priorities restrict our ability to fund all of these local
G8 related initiatives.

The Minister's staff and department officials have reviewed all proposals
received in accordance with the above considerations. We have determined that the focus
and priority of federal support for community based, G8 Summit-relat.ed projects will
include promotional activities for the area, infrastructure and legacy projects. Projects
supported under the $50 million, G8 Infrastructure and Legacy Fund have been or will be
announced shortly.

JUL {9 2009 .. ./2

Canada
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Unfortunately, given the focus and priority of funding, I regret that we will
be unable to support all of the excellent proposals submitted to date including the New
village ofMinett Fire Station, Muskoka Lakes Township. I am most grateful for the
Township ofMuskoka Lakes' efforts and your support for the 2010 G8 Summit.

Yours sincerely,

David Pierce

Office of the Minister ofIndustry



'.

Office of the
Minister of Industry

Cabinet du
Ministre de "lndustrie

Ottawa, Canada K1A OH5

Walter Schmid, CAO
Township ofMuskoka Lakes
1 Bailey Street
Post Office Box 129
Port Carling, ON POB 1JO

Dear Walter Schmid:

On behalf on Minister Clement, thank you for submitting a 20 I0 08
Summit project proposal for the Tourist Information Brochure Translations, Muskoka
Lakes Township.

The response to the Minister's call for G-8 project proposals has been
remarkable. As ofMay 30,2009, we have received over 232 proposals, totalling more
than $254 million, far exceeding our expectations. Unfortunately, budget limitations,
funding requirements and competing priorities restrict our ability to fund all ofthese local
G8-related initiatives. Consequently, we have determined that the focus and priority of
federal support for community based, G8 Summit-related projects will include
promotional activities for the area, infrastructure and legacy projects.

The department has reviewed all proposals received in accordance with the
above considerations. Projects supported under the 08 Infrastructure and Legacy Fund
have been or will be announced shortly.

Unfortunately, I regret that we will be unable to support your proposal
under the G8 Infrastructure and Legacy Fund. However, I encourage you to visit
FedNor's website to determine whether your project meets its program criteria and/or
speak with either of the FedNor officers listed below regarding consideration ofyour
proposal.

Canada
,JUL 9 2009

Ans!'d I:ltlf)ct:;."aQO~U~QOE)~ct'lCl~unall:3
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FedNor Contacts:

Ron Begin
North Bay
107 Shirreff Ave., Suite 202
North Bay, Ontario
PIB 7K8
Telephone: 705-494-4226
Fax: 705-494-4227
Toll Free: 1-877-333-6673
Email: ron.begin@ic.gc.ca

Cheryl Forth
Parry Sound
74 James St
Parry Sound, Ontario
P2A 1T8
Telephone: 705-746-4547
Fax: 705-746-4934
Toll Free: 1-877-333-6673
Email: cheryl.forth@ic.gc.ca

Thank you for your and the Township of Muskoka Lakes' efforts and best
of luck with your project.

Yours sincerely,

David Pierce
Office ofthe Minister of Industry



Walt Schmid

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
Attachments:

Categories:

Hello Everyone,

Michael Lawley [mlawley@muskokatourism.ca]
Tuesday, March 31, 20096:02 PM
Walt Schmid; John Sisson; Jim Green; Don Chevalier; Cindy Maher; Brenda Black; Kelly
Pender
FW: G8 Accommodation List
muskoka-tourism-2009-02-20.pdf; G8 Summit 2010 March 30 CAOs.xls

Red Category

Jim has asked me to provide an update on G8 Accommodation.

Attached is an edited list as of March 30, 2009 identifying Muskoka accommodation being held for the G8
that includes commercial properties, B&Bs, cottages and private residences. The original
spreadsheet contains personal information (civic addresses, phone #s, e-mail addresses, and a
lengthy comment field).

We have made an effort to make this an open and transparent process. Muskoka Tourism purchased ad
space in the Feb. 20 issue of the Weekender, inviting anyone to contact us to list their property. For ad
details, 'see the attachment. We have received G8 accommodation referals from Tony Clement's office,
economic devleopment officers, chambers of commerce, people already on the list who are recommending
their friends and neighbours. If there are any additions to the list, please let me know.

Sheila Watson has been in Muskoka completting site visits. Her priority at the moment is to lock
up commercial accommodation businesses. Her contact information is:

Sheila Watson
Director of AccommodationlDirectrice d'hebergement, Summit Management Office/Bureau de gestion des sommets
sheila.watson@international.gc.ca
Telephone ITelephone 8199342503
Facsimile ITelecopieur 819 934 2893
Edifice Fontaine, 200 Sacre Coeur, Gatineau
Foreign Affairs and International Trade Canada IAffaires etrangeres et Commerce international Canada
Government of Canada I Gouvernement du Canada

•
ForeignAffairs and Affaireselrangeresel Canad1a·'
International TradeCanada Commerce infernaiionaJCanada

If you have any questions, please call.

Regards,

Michael Lawley
Executive Director
Muskoka Tourism
RR#2, 1342 Highway 11 North,
Kilworthy, Ontario
POE 1GO
1-800-267-9700

www.discovermuskoka.ca

1



Walt Schmid

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

WalU Mayor

David.Pierce@ic.gc.ca
Thursday, September 03, 2009 4:48 PM
wschmid@muskokalakes.ca
spryke@muskokalakes.ca
RE: Paigntonhouse Road.

If either of you have a moment can I speak with you? My cell is 613-668-0159.

thanks

Dave Pierce
Office of Tony Clement PC., MP
Minister of Industry
613-668-0159

From: Walt Schmid [mailto:wschmid@muskokalakes.caJ
Sent: Wednesday, August 26, 2009 4: 16 PM
To: Honourable Tony Clement; Tony Clement; Pierce, David: IC-MIN
Cc: Susan Pryke
SUbject: Paigntonhouse Road.
Importance: High

That's great news Tony.

Susan is correct, the sooner the announcement is made the better.

The engineering design needs to be completed, tender documents prepared and advertized (mid Sept.), and the
contract awarded( early / mid Oct). Then the contractor needs to get the actual work done ( late November, early
December). Asphalt pavement may have to wait until spring 2010, if the asphalt plants close early due to winter
weather.

We certainly can't risk a delay until spring 2010 and still guarantee a pre G8 comptetion.

If I can be of any assistance, please let me know.

Walt

From: S Pryke [mailto:SPryke@muskokalakes.ca]
Sent: Wednesday, August 26,20093:04 PM
To: tonyclement@rogers.blackberry.net
Cc: Walt Schmid
Subject: RE: Have you go the right road in tomorrow's announcement?

1



How about now 00 or as soon as you can.

Susan

From: Tony Clement [mailto:tonyclement@rogers.blackberry.netl
sent: Wednesday, August 26,20092:53 PM
To: Susan Pryke
Subject: Re: Have you go the right road in tomorrow's announcement?

I'm thinking ofdoing that by Media Release, so when would you like it?

From: liS Pryke"
Date: Wed, 26 Aug 200914:51 :18 -0400
To: <tonyclement@rogers.blackbeny.net>
Subject: RE: Have you go the right road in tomorrow's announcement?
Thanks. Could you give me a timeline on the Paignton House Road announcement?

Susan

From: Tony Clement [mailto:tonyclement@roaers.blackberry.netl
sent: Wednesday, August 26,20092:40 PM
To: Susan Pryke
Cc: Sondra Read; David Pierce
Subject: Re: Have you go the right road in tomorrow's announcement?

Hi! Two different anncts. You're getting both. Tomorrow is about Dawson Road. Paignton will be announced
separately.

From: liS Pryke tl

Date: Wed, 26 Aug 2009 14:32:36 -0400
To: Tony Clement<Clemetl@parl.gc.ca>; Tony Clement \(via
Blackberry\)<tonyclement@rogers.blackberry.net>
Subject: Have you go the right road in tomorrow's announcement?
Hi Tony
We received word from David Pearce last Friday that there would be an announcement this week regarding funding for
the Paignton House Road into Red Leaves. However, we have not. And the announcement tomorrow is for Dawson
Road. What is up?
Susan

*********************************

Susan Pryke, Mayor
Township of Muskoka Lakes
1 Bailey St. P.O. Box 129
Port Carling, ON POB 1JO
tel. 705-765-3156
cell 705-646-5003

This e-mail is intended only for the named recipient(s) and may contain legally privileged and confidential
information which is exempt from disclosure under applicable law. Any unauthorized use, distribution or copying is
strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, or are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender
immediately by reply e-mail, and permanently delete the original message.
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

February 11, 2009

Mr. AJ. White
Commissioner of Engineering and Public Works
District Municipality of Muskoka
70 Pine Street
Bracebridge, ON Pll1N3

Dear Tony:

Appendix "A"

As you are aware, the Town of Huntsville will be doing a major expansion of our Community
Centre to enable us to host the G8 World Summit in 2010.

Our Municipality strongly encourages and supports the District Municipality of Muskoka to
proceed with the required work to modify the Mountview Wastewater Treatment Plant, in order
to improve the negative impact of the Plant on the air quality in our Town centre. This is one of
the highest priorities of our community to have this remedial work done as we play host to our
distinguished visitors at that time.

The Town of Huntsville supports an application to the Local Area Leadership Group for the G8
by the District. for the funds needed to do this work.

Thank you for attention to this matter.

Yours truly,

Claude Doughty, Mayor
Town of Huntsville

CD/de

c.c. Jim Green, Chief Administrative Officer

TOWN OF HUNTSVILLE 37 Main SrI:f~ East, Hunrsville, Ontario PIH lAI
705-789-1751 1-888-696-4255 Fax '7&5·789-6689 www huntsville ca
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Paisley Donaldson 
T own of Gravenhurst 
790 Harvie Street 
Gravenhurst ON P1 P 1 S9 

Phone: (705) 687-3412 
Fax: Not Provided 
Email: pdonaldson@gravenhurst.ca 

March 21, 2011 

I am writing from the Government of Canada regarding your appliGation under the 
G8 Legacy Fund to seek your authorization to release information related to that 
application. 

The Standing Committee on Government Operations and Estimates has asked 
officials to provide information on applications submitted under the G8 Legacy 
Fund. I am writing to request your consent for the release of your organization's 
name, a brief description of the proposed project and the estimated project costs 
in order that it may be forwarded to the Standing Committee. The specific details 
to be released are listed here: 

Project Name Proponent Project Description Project Cost 
(Estimate) 

T own of Gravenhursl Town of Upgrade of the Train Station to $300,000.00 
Upgrade of Train Gravenhurst make it fully accessible and 
Station and install washrooms for public 
Establishment of use. Establish a visitors centre 
Visitors' Centre to promote and market the 

District of Muskoka and the 
Town of Gravenhurst 

T own of Gravenhursl Town of Upgrade of the Carnegie $600,000.00 
Upgrade to Currently Gravenhurst Library to make it fully 
Vacant Carnegie accessible and install 
Library washrooms for public use 
Muskoka Road Town of Retrofit of the existing street $1,200,000.00 
Upgrade of Street Gravenhurst lighting along Muskoka Road to 
Lighting and Furniture install energy efficient and dark 
from James Street to sky friendly products and also 
Winewood Avenue supply and install new 

streetscape furniture, waste and 
recycling receptacles and 
bicycle racks 

Centennial Centre Town of The Centennial Centre plays a $10,500,000.00 
(REMOVED AT Gravenhurst major role in the Town and 
REQUEST OF TOWN District's Emergency Plan 
OF GRAVENHURST -
applying to BCF) 

('a)lad~i 
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Parks Canada Visitor Town of Develop the design and $250,000.00 
Centre Gravenhurst engineered drawings for the 

Parks Canada Visitor Centre, 
includes purchase of Brown 

___________ ._. __ . _____ .. ________ ._. __ Bottling Building __ ~ ____ . _______ _ 
Town of Gravenhurst Town of Bethune Memorial, located near 
Bethune Memorial Gravenhurst the Carnegie Building 

--------- -----------,----t-----------
T own of Gravenhurst T own of Lobby for Chinese delegation to 
Chinese Delegation Gravenhurst be located in Gravenhurst 

--------- ------,:-----j--:::------:--
T own of Gravenhurst T own of Construct in-laid walking trails 
Trail/Sidewalks I Gravenhurst throughout the downtown and 
Construction from the downtown to the wharf 

----------. ---------.. - .-,--,----c--c---,------,---j---------------
T own of Gravenhurs! I Town of Coming mto the downtown and 
Wayfinding Signage )' Gravenhurst throughout the wharf, enhanced 

street signs along Muskoka 
_._.____ _ ____________ ~oad, Entrance Sign. etc. + 
Town of Gravenhurst I Town of Chinese language signage -- --------------

Chinese Language Gravenhurst 1 throughout the town I 
~.9.f1_ag e _______ L ______ . ___ . _______ . ____ .. _._. __ . __ ._._. J .. ___ . ______ ... ______ _ 

Should you have any questions, please contact Ms Janet White at 705-941-2071 
or toll free 1 .. 877-33-6673. 

Thank you for your time. 

CONSENT 

Do you agree to have the above listed information released to the Standing 
Committee on Government Operations and Estimates? 

Yes: Q1 No: o 

Official Proponent Signature: 

Date: 

Please fax this form to 705 .. 941 .. 2085, attention Ms. Janet White. 

( '~\ llad~i 
'I .. L .. 



    Hon. Tony Clement: Yes, I'd be happy to answer that question. I was in fact contacted by the 
town of Huntsville. They're unfamiliar a little bit with these processes, but they were advised by 
their legal counsel, I'm presuming, or by their chief administrative officer, one of the two, that 
there is a duty to consult with the federal government. My office was contacted, I was contacted, 
and asked if those emails should be released under the rules of the Municipal Freedom of 
Information and Protection of Privacy Act, and I communicated to them very directly that I did 
not want them to hold those emails. I wanted them to release those emails. I believe that they 
should be in the public domain. There was nothing in the emails that I felt should be held back, 
so I did in fact send an official letter to the town of Huntsville, or a letter was sent on my behalf, 
in order to communicate that point.  

    Mr. Andrew Saxton: Thank you. 

    Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

    The Chair: Thank you, Mr. Saxton. 

    We'll now move to Mr. Angus. You have five minutes, sir.  

    Mr. Charlie Angus (Timmins—James Bay, NDP): Thank you, Mr. Chair, and thank you, 
gentlemen and ladies, for coming. Thank you particularly to you, Mr. Clement. As the Treasury 
Board President, I'm sure you understand the gravity of the situation of reassuring the public that 
you as the Treasury Board President know the processes and that taxpayers can put their trust in 
you. 

    I'm interested in a meeting you held on February 29, 2009, with the local area leaders group 
where civil servant, Tom Dodds, told the local mayors that public servants would review and 
evaluate all the projects. Would you give this committee those evaluations so we can see what 
they found? 

    Hon. Tony Clement: Sure. I think my recollection of that was that there are two sets of 
projects that I think we were talking about. What you are referring to, or what you think you're 
referring to, is the G-8 legacy project, but Mr. Dodds was not referring to those projects. He was 
referring generally to projects that are in fact delivered to FedNor, an organization with which 
you're familiar, and he was referring to those kinds of projects, rather than the G-8 legacy 
projects. 

    Perhaps Deputy Minister Dicerni would like to-- 

    Mr. Charlie Angus: No, I'm sorry, but I don't have time for Mr. Dicerni. I can write him if I 
need him. 

    I'm concerned, because the Auditor General told us there was no paper trail. The paper trail 
that we found, thanks to your more than willingness to release it to us, was your homemade 
paper to send your projects to Tony Clement's office, at clement1@parl.gc.ca. There's no 
Government of Canada or anything on this. 

Hansard Blues - PACP - November 2, 2011



    Would you submit the projects that came in on this homemade piece of paper to our 
committee, because the Auditor General didn't have any projects on that. How many? Could you 
give them to us?  

    Hon. Tony Clement: Sure. 

    I believe the document that you're holding up is a document that was created by the local 
municipalities, it wasn't created by me per se. That was distributed, I believe, at the December 
meeting of the local area leadership group as a way to get the municipalities thinking about what 
was their priority. 

    Mr. Charlie Angus: Did anybody fill it out? 

    Hon. Tony Clement: So as I've said in my opening remarks—I'd be happy to repeat my 
opening remarks to you—these projects represented the priorities of the local municipal 
governments— 

    Mr. Charlie Angus: Okay. Sorry, because I only have a few minutes. 

    You've said that you've used your constituency office and that you've handed them on to 
federal officials. This is a document that has your email, your constituency office, so presumably 
you have copies of it. You must have kept photocopies of it. The Auditor General said he had 
never seen anything in his entire career, the absolute lack of documentation. 

    Obviously, you and your staff were handing this out, you told us that you passed it on to 
federal officials. What happened? Where is the paper trail of all these projects that you ran 
through your office? Would you give them to us? 

  (1555)   

    Hon. Tony Clement: Well, Mr. Angus, I can assure you, and your colleagues on this 
committee, that all documentation that was requested of me by the Auditor General was 
forwarded to the Auditor General, and then she based her conclusions. 

    The issue for the Auditor General is, if I may be so bold, she was looking for documentation 
not only the 33 projects that were submitted to Minister Baird, she was looking for 
documentation relating to the 242 proposal. 

    Mr. Charlie Angus: Well, in fairness to the Auditor General, who came here, and I asked a 
specific question if your department handed anything over, we were told that they got nothing of 
relevance. Obviously, there was a paper trail that started with you in those meetings, ran through 
your constituency office, and then disappeared.  

    What we're talking about, Mr. Clement, is a breach of public trust, about creating a parallel 
process. And this is what concerns me: the Auditor General told us the rules were broken, and 
the Auditor General told us that the civil servants were not involved, so they were excluded from 
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I think I would answer that question by suggesting again that part
of the role of the government was to ensure that we pulled off a
successful world summit, and that in order for a government to do
so, you have to work with local political leaders. You can't just make
decisions in Ottawa and thrust them upon a local community. We
determined that local input and municipal input would be extremely
important.

I did play a coordination role, an interlocutor, perhaps, between
the federal government and the local community. I did play that role.
I did also believe at the time that part of my role as the local MP was
to make sure that the priorities of the local municipalities were in fact
well represented in this dialogue between the local community and
central agencies such as the Department of Foreign Affairs, for
example.

So I did play that coordination role. I played it between the
government and the communities, because I was on the ground in
my riding, as we all like to be, more often than not.

Certainly that's how I would characterize my role.

Mr. Andrew Saxton: Thank you very much.

Minister Clement, and maybe officials as well, we've heard from
Minister Baird that every cent of the G-8 legacy fund is accounted
for. Is that correct?

Ms. Yaprak Baltacioglu: Sir, maybe I will take the comment.

The department ensured that all of the bills that were submitted
were reviewed, and we accounted for everything that we paid for. As
well, we ensured that actual results were achieved in terms of
building public infrastructure as a result of this fund.

Mr. Andrew Saxton: Mr. Forster.

Mr. John Forster: Yes, in the end the fund was approved for $50
million; about $45.7 million was approved for projects, and the final
expenditures were $44.8 million. All bills and claims have been paid
out and verified with reports.

● (1550)

Mr. Andrew Saxton: Madam d'Auray.

Ms. Michelle d'Auray: I can verify that this is correct, as per my
colleagues.

Mr. Andrew Saxton: Mr. Dicerni.

Mr. Richard Dicerni: I have nothing to add to the eloquent
statements already made.

Mr. Andrew Saxton: Minister Clement, would you like the last
word? Has every cent of the G-8 legacy fund been accounted for?

Hon. Tony Clement: What I rely on, obviously, is the Auditor
General's comments, which were to that effect, yes.

Mr. Andrew Saxton: Thank you very much.

Now, with respect to the e-mails that were released under
municipal freedom of information, the NDP have repeatedly said
that those e-mails only came to light because of their own research.

Minister Clement, under municipal freedom of information
legislation, the federal government must be consulted to release e-
mails that may be between the federal and municipal governments.
Were you asked if those e-mails could be or should be released?

Hon. Tony Clement: I'd be happy to answer that question.

I was in fact contacted by the Town of Huntsville. They're a little
bit unfamiliar with these processes, but they were advised by their
legal counsel, I'm presuming, or by their chief administrative officer,
one of the two, that there is a duty to consult with the federal
government.

My office was contacted, I was contacted, and was asked whether
those e-mails should be released under the rules of the municipal
freedom of information act. I communicated to them very directly
that I did not want them to hold those e-mails. I wanted them to
release those e-mails; I believe they should be in the public domain.
There was nothing in the e-mails that I felt should be held back, and
so I did in fact send an official letter to the Town of Huntsville, or a
letter was sent on my behalf, in order to communicate that point.

Mr. Andrew Saxton: Thank you.

Thank you, Mr. Chair.

The Chair: Thank you, Mr. Saxton.

We'll now move to Mr. Angus. You have five minutes, sir.

Mr. Charlie Angus (Timmins—James Bay, NDP): Thank you,
Mr. Chair.

Thank you, gentlemen and ladies, for coming.

Thank you particularly, Mr. Clement. As the Treasury Board
president, I'm sure you understand the gravity of the situation of
reassuring the public that you as the Treasury Board president know
the processes and that taxpayers can put their trust in you.

I'm interested in a meeting you held on February 29, 2009, with
the local area leaders group, where civil servant Tom Dodds told the
local mayors that public servants would review and evaluate all the
projects.

Would you give this committee those evaluations so that we can
see what they found?

Hon. Tony Clement: My recollection of this is that there are two
sets of projects that I think we are talking about. What you are
referring to, or what you think you're referring to, is the G-8 legacy
projects, but Mr. Dodds was not referring to those projects. He was
referring generally to projects that are in fact delivered to FedNor, an
organization with which you're familiar. He was referring to those
kinds of projects rather than the G-8 legacy projects.

Perhaps Deputy Minister Dicerni would like to add—

Mr. Charlie Angus: No, I'm sorry, I don't have time for Mr.
Dicerni; I can write to him if I need him.

I'm concerned, because the Auditor General told us there was no
paper trail. The paper trail that we found, thanks to your more than
willingness to release it to us, was your homemade paper saying to
send your projects to Tony Clement's office, at clement1@parl.gc.ca.
There's no Government of Canada or anything on this.

Would you submit the projects that came in on this homemade
piece of paper to our committee? The Auditor General didn't have
any projects on that. How many were there? Could you give them to
us?
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Hon. Tony Clement: I believe the document you're holding up is
a document created by the local municipalities; it wasn't created by
me, per se. It was distributed, I believe, at the December meeting of
the local area leadership group as a way to get the municipalities
thinking about what their priority was.

Mr. Charlie Angus: Did anybody fill it out?

Hon. Tony Clement: So as I've said in my opening remarks—I'd
be happy to repeat my opening remarks to you—these projects
represented the priorities of the local municipal governments—

Mr. Charlie Angus: I'm sorry; I only have a few minutes left.
You've said that you used your constituency office and that you
handed them on to federal officials. This is a document that has your
e-mail, your constituency office. Presumably you have copies of it.
You must have kept photocopies of it. The Auditor General said they
had never seen anything in their entire career with that absolute lack
of documentation.

Obviously, you and your staff were handing this out. You told us
that you passed it on to federal officials. What happened? Where is
the paper trail of all these projects that you ran through your office?
Would you give them to us?

● (1555)

Hon. Tony Clement: Well, Mr. Angus, I can assure you and your
colleagues on this committee that all documentation that was
requested of me by the Auditor General was forwarded to the
Auditor General, and then she based her conclusions.

The issue for the Auditor General, if I may be so bold, is that she
was looking for documentation not only on the 33 projects that were
submitted to Minister Baird; she was looking for documentation
relating to the 242 proposals.

Mr. Charlie Angus:Well, in fairness to the Auditor General, who
came here—and I asked the specific question of whether your
department handed anything over—we were told that they got
nothing of relevance. Obviously there was a paper trail that started
with you in those meetings, ran through your constituency office,
and then disappeared.

What we're talking about, Mr. Clement, is a breach of public trust;
about creating a parallel process. And this is what concerns me: the
Auditor General told us the rules were broken, and the Auditor
General told us that the civil servants were not involved. They were
excluded from it. So the civil servants didn't do anything wrong. If
the civil servants didn't do anything wrong, then who broke the
rules?

Mr. Clement, where is the paper trail?

Hon. Tony Clement: Mr. Angus, let me repeat—what I said in
my opening remarks was very clear—that when it came to going
from 242 down to 33, I encouraged the municipal governments to
prioritize within their own communities and give us the very best
projects—

Mr. Charlie Angus: But where is the paper trail? You ran it
through your office, and then the Auditor General was told—

Hon. Tony Clement: I'm trying to answer your question, Mr.
Angus.

Mr. Charlie Angus: —that there was no paper. This is your
homemade paper trail. You should have a couple of pieces of paper.

Hon. Tony Clement: He's been complaining all along that I
haven't been speaking—

Mr. Charlie Angus: I'm just asking, where is it?

Hon. Tony Clement: —and now he's interrupting me.

Mr. Charlie Angus: Where is it?

Hon. Tony Clement: This is very difficult—

Mr. Charlie Angus: Where is it?

Hon. Tony Clement:—for me to answer, if you keep talking over
my answer, sir. So—

Mr. Charlie Angus: Well, do you have it?

The Chair: You have the floor. Answer the question, Minister.

Go ahead.

Hon. Tony Clement: Thank you, Chair.

Again, the trail is very clear. The municipalities prioritized the
projects. They delivered those prioritized projects to the constituency
office, who then in turn, without additional review or alteration,
transmitted them ultimately to the Department of Transport and
Infrastructure Canada, where the responsible minister would make
the decision.

All of that documentation on those 33 was, as I understand it,
shared with the Auditor General. I would like to make that point
clear.

The Chair: Thank you.

I'm sorry; time has expired.

Mr. Kramp, you have the floor.

Mr. Daryl Kramp (Prince Edward—Hastings, CPC): Thank
you, Chair.

I certainly welcome our guests here today.

First, to Madam Baltacioglu, Minister Baird has been very clear in
his statement today and all through this last period of time. He's
made the point that he approved the projects on the infrastructure on
the recommendation of Minister Clement. He approved on the
recommendation of Minister Clement.

From your perspective, is that how the professional civil service
understood this process?

Ms. Yaprak Baltacioglu: Those words do matter in the selection
process. Minister Clement, as he outlined in his opening remarks,
working with the local communities and the leadership, identified
priority projects for funding consideration. These identified priority
projects were given to Infrastructure Canada. Infrastructure Canada
did an assessment of these projects against the terms and conditions
of the program, and we did provide advice to Minister Baird for his
approval of the 32 projects and also for him to sign the contribution
agreements. Minister Baird signed the contribution agreements and
any other documentation that's required, as the minister legally
responsible for the fund.
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Walt Schmid

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

John Sisson [JSisson@bracebridge.ca]
Wednesday, August 12, 20091:12 PM
wschmid@muskokalakes.ca
RE: G8 projects - urgent information required

yes......this is the one i was referring to..

makes no sense at all

:-(

jrs

From: Walt Schmid [mailto:wschmid@muskokalakes.ca]
sent: Wednesday, August 12, 2009 10:44 AM
To: John Sisson
Subject: FW: GB projects - urgent information required

Is this the one?

Seems late don't you think?

Walt

From: David.Pierce@ic.gc.ca [mailto:David.Pierce@ic.gc.ca]
sent: Tuesday, August 11, 2009 2:03 PM
To: David.Pierce@ic.gc.ca
Subject: GB projects - urgent information required

Good afternoon,

To facilitate an expediate contribution agreement process for your G8 projects, I need the following information(please
answer this information as specifically as possible to avoid back and forth calls between officials and yourselves):

Project descriptions need to be enhanced in order to complete the contribution agreements.
Descriptions should:

Full project description;
include the construction methods, anticipated results, all components/phases of the project,

location information, timelines; and,

include any other relevant information.

o A breakdown of project component costs is needed in order to determine eligibility and
to negotiate costs with the proponent. Other sources of funding, where applicable,
should also be included.

1



o Timelines for project, including tender date, proposed/actual start and end dates are
needed.

Please submit to me, by Friday August 14th, a separate document for each of your G8 projects that outlines the above
information. Please also provide any other attachements you feel are relevant.

If you have any questions please let me know.

Cheers

Dave Pierce
Office of Tony Clement PC., MP
Minister of Industry
613~668-0159

1+ Industry Industrle
Canada Canada
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Julie Stevens

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Hi Dave:

Julie Stevens Ustevens@muskokalakes.ca]
Thursday, June 10, 2010 2:36 PM
'David.Pierce @ic.gc.ca'
Walt Schmid (wschmid@muskokalakes.ca)
RE: URGENT
Clement Request-Bala Streetscape.pdf; image001.gif

As dis~ussed, I have entered as much detail as possible given the timeframe. Attached in this email is a summary page
followed by copies of all of the invoices for the Bala Streetscape project.

I will follow with an additional email for the Paignton House Road project.

The last project is Corporate Signage. I expect I cannot finish this today given the number of invoices. I will have this to
you tomorrow afternoon.

Regards,

Julie Stevens
Treasurer, Township of Muskoka Lakes
705-765-3156 x210

. -""~ .. ,, --"'---'" ••...... '._.- ._'-_.._,.._-._.~.- ..._..._.--_._---_._---_.._-----_._--
From: David.Pierce@ic.gc.ca [mailto:David.Pierce@ic.gc.ca]
Sent: Thursday, June 10, 2010 6:20 AM
To: wschmid@muskokalakes.ca; jstevens@muskokalakes.ca; Itroup@muskokalakes.ca; bldg@muskokalakes.ca
Subject: [***SPAM*** Score/Req: 09.3/5.0] URGENT

With regard to your G8 Legacy Infrastructure Project, I need an itemization of the exact costs that were incurred during the
completion of your projects. Not that we suspect anything is wrong· sadly not one of the stories this week have been
factual. Our effort is to ensure that by the end of the week, we have a complete itemized list of all components for each
project tied to the G8 so we can immediately refute the charges.

The costing needs to be broken down in as much detail as humanly possible by today. An excell spreadsheet is fine or an
existing document that crud ley outlines the exact contractors costs. Just as detailed as possible. as quickly as possible.

Can you help? I'll try to call this morning. Please confirm you've received this email.

Dave Pierce
Office of Tony Clement PC., MP
Minister of Industry
613-668-0159

•• Industry lndustrle
Canada canada
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Walt Schmid

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Dear Honourable Minister:

Kim Bennie [kbennie@muskokalakes.ca]
Wednesday, February 25,20094:05 PM
Tanya Calleja'; 'John Finley'; Tony Clement'
Walt Schmid
2010 - G8 Community Project Summary
1 - Paignton House Road Reconstruction.pdf; 2 - Bala Four Season Bridge.pdf; 3 - Signage
Program.pdf; 4 - Bala Falls Road Streetscape.pdf; 5 - Tourist Information Bouchure
Translations.pdf; 6 - Minett Fire Station.pdf; Ltr Hon Tony Clement.pdf; Teen Summit.pdf

Attach please find Muskoka lakes G8 Community Project Submissions for your consideration and approval.

looking forward to seeing you on Friday.

Walt Schmid
CAD
705-765-3156 Ext 272

1



Walt Schmid

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Hi Walt,

John Sisson [JSisson@bracebridge.ca]
Tuesday, March 31, 20094:37 PM
Walt Schmid, CAO
FW: FW:TONY CLEMENT

Here is the e-mail. I'll keep you in mind if anything else comes out.

jrs

From: Clement, Tony - Riding 1
Sent: March 30, 2009 2:44 PM
To: mayor@huntsville.ca; Jklinck@gravenhurst.ca; dCoates@bracebridge.ca;
radams@townofparrysound.com; mayor@janetpeake.com; cstill@xplornet.com; elgin28@sympatico.ca;
jwalden@gbtownship.ca; jeffjohnston@sympatico.ca
Cc: john.finley@gowlings.com; lsherk@gravenhurst.ca; ckelley@bracebridge.gc.caj
Recreation@LakeOfBays.on.ca
SUbject:

Hello everyone. I have been asked to put out a call for G8 submissions specific to the
enhancement of the downtown area's in each town and municipality. We are looking for
storefront rennovations) roadwork) landscaping and general beautification) lighting) signage,
anything that will enhance and is specific to the downtown area. It would be great if we
could have these submissions within three weeks. Please send them through me
(clemetl@parl.gc.ca<mailto:clemetl@parl.gc.ca» and I will send them to FedNor.

Also: The summit team is putting together a website which will include questions and answers.
If you could please forward the type of questions you are hearing from your constituents
regarding anything and everything involving the G8, we will try to get those questions
answered on the website. If you could get these questions into me, as soon as possible, it
would be much appreciated.

Thank you everyone for your assistance and I look forward to seeing your submissions.

Constituency Manager for
The Honourable Tony Clement) M.P.,
Parry Sound-Muskoka
2-202 Main St. West, Huntsville, Ontario PIH IX7
705 789-4640
1-866-375-8669
Fax: 789-5587
clemetl@parl.gc.ca<mailto:c!emetl@parl.gc.ca>
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