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Ignatieff shows desperation in unprecedented whip of Private Members’ Bill  





(OTTAWA) Garry Breitkreuz, M.P. for Yorkton-Melville, says Liberal leader Michael Ignatieff’s decision to whip the vote on Bill C-391 indicates his ignorance of the gun registry issue and the millions of Canadians who enjoy heritage activities.


Eight Liberal M.P.s supported the bill at second reading and the leader’s edict is blind-siding his own members who are now ordered to abandon the wishes of their constituents. Canadians of all political stripes have been placing a great deal of pressure on their federal representatives to scrap the costly and ineffective long-gun registry. 


“Mr. Ignatieff’s hollow offer to amend the registry is a plastic olive branch that’s causing amusement and amazement with Canadian gun owners,” says Breitkreuz. “His attempt to force members of his caucus to vote against the bill is politically transparent. Imagine demanding eight members of your caucus to suddenly abandon the wishes of their constituents. This leader is a bully who may well be committing political suicide. With tactics like this, I doubt he’ll be missed on either side of the House.”


Bill C-391 is a Private Members’ Bill introduced by Candice Hoeppner, M.P. for Portage-Lisgar in Manitoba. Ignatieff could be setting an anti-parliamentary precedent by attempting to whip a Private Member’s Bill, which is normally a free vote for members of Parliament.


“The government prorogued Parliament to realign the Senate committees so our party could finally pass some legislation,” explains Breitkreuz. “Now that it’s finally possible to garner Senate support to scrap the registry, the Liberal leader is trying to completely change the game in the House of Commons. It’s an act of desperation that insults the intellect of Canadians. His true colours are showing, and if his caucus has any integrity, those colours should be black and blue.”


Breitkreuz offered to meet with Ignatieff several months ago to explain why scrapping the gun registry need not be a partisan issue. The offer was not accepted. The wishes of rural and urban Canadians in all regions to scrap the registry were reflected in the second reading vote result of 164 to137 on November 4. Ignatieff now wants his eight M.P.s to change their minds for third reading, in spite of solid evidence that the registry is a waste of time and money.


“What has changed since the majority of M.P.s voted in favour of scrapping the registry on November 4?” ask Breitkreuz. “Nothing. The opposition continues to claim that the registry can somehow stop criminals from using guns. They say that laying a piece of paper beside a gun saves lives. It’s preposterous and counterintuitive, but they’ve said it often enough that they’re beginning to believe it themselves. It’s like a cult that is led by organizations of police chiefs who pretend the registry helps them do their jobs. They should be ashamed.”


Pro-registry groups such as the Coalition for Gun Control and the Canadian Association of Chiefs of Police (CACP) are politically-motivated lobby groups that derive financial support from pro-registry sources.


“Their positions are tainted and suspect in my view, because their endorsement can be bought,” says Breitkreuz. “CGI Group is a major registry software contractor, and a major contributor to the CACP coffers. Could it be that CACP support for the registry is financially motivated? It is also noteworthy that the Toronto Star and Globe and Mail ran stories when the CACP’s ethics advisor resigned last spring over the association’s endorsement of their own contributors. Lobby groups have been very successful in their public relations efforts over the years and they have misinformed an unsuspecting media and the public at large.”


Front-line police officers tend not to support the claims of those politically motivated chiefs’ organizations. Breitkreuz’s web site features a 47-page document with myriad testimonials from police officers and chiefs who want the registry scrapped. They believe it is a hazard to rookie police who might trust the registry information and get hurt on the job. They also note that the registry is an online program that can be hacked and provide a shopping list for computer-savvy criminals.


The RCMP themselves admit that the registry has been breached more than 300 times. This year, the RCMP handed the registry data to Ekos Research to conduct a poll. These serious breaches of privacy could result in stolen guns, making the long-gun database a public danger in itself. 


If the registry is scrapped, persons who use firearms will still be required to pass safety courses and police background checks that relate to licensing. The registry in no way reflects a gun owner’s expertise.


Breitkreuz also notes that the pro-registry lobby endlessly cites the number of “hits” the registry gets from police. The opposition numbers vary between 8,000 and 11,000, but those hits reflect ordinary police checks on the Canadian Police Information Centre computer. The registry is consulted each time a police officer does a background check for non-firearms occurrences like speeding or shoplifting.


“The gun control lobby claims that the registry should be allowed to continue simply because the money has already been spent,” says Breitkreuz. “And, their propaganda says it would only cost $3 million a year to maintain. This is mere fantasy that the public and media need to ignore.


“Fewer than half of the rifles and shotguns in Canada have been registered to date, and the database has already run more than 500 times over the original budget. The sunk cost is just a preview of what it would cost to finish it. The data entered into the registry to date is famously corrupted with critical errors and would need to be completely rebuilt to even flirt with accuracy. And it still wouldn’t save lives.”


For access to the 47-page document on Breitkreuz’s account, go to www.garrybreitkreuz.com and click on “What police have said about the gun registry.”
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